
  

 

There is much to report on from the past month, even as more news arrives almost daily. 

In terms of updates, we can happily report that Dr Henry Stauffenberg is finally back home again.  This has 
been a truly dreadful last 19 months for him; he continues very much in our prayers. 

On June 8, Jim Tilley and David Garrett from our Oshawa sodality of the Good Shepherd, came to Ottawa 
to join Kipling Cooper, Doug Hayman and I as we met with the Ordinary, Monsignor Jeffrey Steenson.  
Our meeting was not the primary purpose of the Monsignor’s visit to Canada.  Rather, it was to meet with 
Cardinal Collins in Toronto; and, the Papal Nuncio to Canada and Archbishop Prendergast here in Ot-
tawa to discuss matters liturgical and the setting up of a Canadian Deanery — which, when done, will re-
store our status to that of “parish” from “sodality”.  Everything in that regard appears to be fully on track 
towards our various Canadian sodalities and fellowship becoming part of the Personal Ordinariate of the 
Chair of St Peter, under the patronage of St John the Baptist. 

Of primary note in the Monsignor’s meeting with us former ACCC clergy was that he hopes that our 
priestly formation can begin in late August, with anticipated ordinations prior to Christmas.  As I say, that 
is a “hope”; may we all pray that the timetable proves realistic. 

Looking further afield, the Australian Ordinariate of the Southern Cross was formally brought into exis-
tence on June 15.  For those who don’t have access to read about such things on blogs, I have reproduced 
some inside this issue, along with the happy news that the Ordinary is a former Traditional Anglican Com-
munion bishop, Harry Entwistle. 

Perhaps of even greater interest is that Fr Robert Mercer, CR was, on June 20 elevated by Pope Benedict 
XVI to the rank of Chaplain of His Holiness (Monsignor).  However that joyous news was tempered by the 
death of his sister, Patricia, who died on June 16.  Patricia and her husband Peter had visited us in Canada a 
few times in the early 1990’s.  Being a Zimbabwean native, she was amazed, as she flew in across the coun-
try, at the amount of fresh water lakes and rivers with which Canada is blessed.  Happily, she and Peter 
were able to move to England several years ago, settling in Worthing, which precipitated in large part 
Bishop Robert’s own move to Worthing when he retired as the ACCC Canadian Diocesan in 2005.  May 
she rest in peace. 

Also reported inside are the deaths of Mary Dyer, long-time member of the Annunciation on June 24, just 
two days after Alf and Mary’s 66th wedding anniversary; and, Art Wade, friend of the Annunciation, on 
June 23.  May they also rest in peace. 

 Carl 
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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Life in Restricted Nations 

(From the Voice of the Martyrs web site) 

Dozens of Christians slain in Nigerian bombing 

(Source: Compass Direct News) 

Damages at the Shalom Church in Kaduna city 

Photo: Compass Direct News  

The Boko Haram Islamic sect has claimed responsibility 

for the bombing of three churches in Kaduna state, Ni-
geria, on June 17 -- the third consecutive Sunday that 

Christian worship services in the country have ended in 

bloodshed. 

An attacker crashed a car into a barricade at an Evan-

gelical Church Winning All building, detonating a bomb 

that killed at least 24 people and wounded about 125. 
Moments later, extremists bombed the Christ the King 

Catholic Church building in Zaria, killing another dozen 

people. Not long after, the Shalom Church building in 
Kaduna city was bombed, killing at least 10. Retaliatory 

attacks reportedly killed several others. 

Boko Haram has killed at least 560 people this year, 
according to the Associated Press. The Islamist sect has 

targeted churches, state offices, law enforcement sites 

and some moderate mosques in its effort to destabilize 
the government and impose a strict version of Shariah 

(Islamic law) on all of Nigeria. 

Please pray that the Lord will bless believers in Nige-
ria with the strength and compassion to model Christ-

like love to all, despite the persecution they face. 

Please pray that God will grant leaders and law en-

forcement officers with wisdom and integrity. Pray 
that the violence will stop and peace and reconciliation 

will prevail. Pray that, in the meantime, increased per-

secution will result in increased boldness among believ-

ers in Nigeria (Acts 4:29-31). 

������ 

 

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 

• Additional weekday services this month: Thurs-

day, July 26 is the feast of St Anne, Mother of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  Otherwise, the July Red Let-

ter Days fall on Sunday (July 22—St Mary Magda-

lene) or Wednesday (July 25—St James the 

Greater). Please refer to the calendar on the back of 

this issue for service times. 

• New Address: 
Sr. Phoebe Hunter, H  613-432-9697 

2549 Calabogie Road 

R R 1 

Burnstown ON   

K0J 1G0 

• A reminder that Sunday, August 19 is the date for 

our annual parish (sodality) picnic at the rectory in 
North Gower.  Acknowledging that our service time 

on Sunday means that we are not finished Mass until 

about 2pm, that means a slightly later start time than 

in years past.   

����� 

Michael’s Musings 

Last month we celebrated the Nativity of St. John the 

Baptist, an important figure for us as Canadians, and 

as Catholics of the Anglican tradition, for reasons 

which I need not elaborate.  Although this feast fo-
cuses on the joy of his birth, the anticipation of his 

death is present.  The whole purpose of his life is to 

bear witness, to be a martyr for Christ.  He does so in 
a way that defies our present cultural obsession with 

separating “spirituality” from political life.  He died 

because he challenged the morality of the King.  I am 
reminded of two English martyrs, who died in similar 

circumstances: St. John Fisher, a bishop, and St. Tho-

mas More, Chancellor of England (this year, our par-

ish will celebrate their memorial on Saturday, July 7).  
They also died for daring to challenge the authority of 

the King in moral matters. 

Even before I had ever considered becoming a Roman 
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Catholic, I had a great deal of sympathy for these Eng-
lish Catholic martyrs, as I suspect you all did as well.  

St. Thomas More, for instance, is almost universally 

regarded as one of the greatest English statesmen who 

ever lived.  St. John Fisher was less familiar to me, but 
what is most important about him is simply that he 

remained faithful even when the world seemed to be 

collapsing around him.  Both men simply did their 
duty. 

Remembering these three martyrs provided a great 

deal of encouragement as I reacted to news of last 

month's B.C. Supreme Court decision, ordering the 

government to bring in a law allowing for physician 

assisted suicide.  Like St. Thomas More and St. John 

Fisher, we live in a society that has seen radical 

change come about very quickly.  Although we do not 

currently face the death penalty for opposing these 

changes, who among us really knows what the future 

may hold?  It would once have been thought horrifying 

(if thinkable at all) that a physician might be trained to 

help someone kill himself.  Peter Stockland, a well 

known Canadian journalist and a senior fellow with 

Cardus (a Christian think tank) reacted to the decision 

in an article posted on the Cardus blog, which I will 

share an excerpt from.  I think it captures the right bal-

ance of elaborating the grave danger which we have 

gotten ourselves into (the “culture war” was lost a long 

time ago – we have already fallen off the slippery 

slope), but also the importance of continued engage-

ment in society and politics.  We do so, like St. John 

Fisher and St. Thomas More – and like St. John Bap-

tist before them – not so much because of anything we 

can attain in human terms; we do so to be faithful to 

Christ: 

Salvation from Medical Suicide 

Peter Stockland   

June 19, 2012  

No surprise I was in an outraged funk this past 
weekend over the B.C. Supreme Court’s decision 
striking down federal laws against medically deliv-
ered suicide.  The judgment was, of course, mor-
ally horrifying, intellectually fraudulent, and politi-
cally destructive of Canadians as a self-governing 
people. 

Its transformation of our much vaunted public 
health care system into an instrument for deliver-
ing suicide should chill the blood of all who feel 
moral revulsion at the very thought of the State 
arranging and systematizing the deaths of citi-

zens.   

Nor should we feel warmed by the court’s fantas-
tic assurances that supposed safeguards will pre-
vent us sliding down the so-called “slippery slope” 
of ever expanding forms of medical killing.  The 
concern is not that legalization of euthanasia and 
medically delivered suicide might lead us to edge 
of the slippery slope.  Euthanasia and medically 
delivered suicide are the slippery slope.  They are 
the descent. 

Once we have taken the step from thinking of kill-
ing as unthinkable to considering it a normal part 
of medical routine, we have crossed the barrier 
from civilization to savagery.  Any measure of how 
far we slide after that point is an irrelevant metric.  
No safeguards can save us once we are already 
lost.  

… 

Barely two years ago, the House of Commons 
voted by a margin of almost four to one against a 
bill that sought to legalize medicalized killing 
(euthanasia) and medically delivered suicide.  It 
was the umpteenth time the House had rejected 
proposed changes to existing federal laws barring 
those barbaric practices.  The Senate, too, has 
consistently supported the current laws.  Parlia-
ment, as a whole, could not have spoken more 
clearly. 

Yet last week a lone judge, sitting in Vancouver, 
substituted her judgment for the judgment of more 
than 300 federal political representatives.  She did 
so against the explicit provisions of Section 1 of 
the Charter, which gives paramountcy to 
“reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic 
society.” 

Were I a member of parliament or a senator, or 
indeed a politician at any democratic level in this 
country, I would have gone to bed Friday evening 
howling at the content of the B.C. Supreme Court 
decision, but also at its cavalier castration of my 
whole political purpose.  I would have got out of 
bed Monday morning to formally withdraw from 
the puppetry to which Canadian politics has been 
reduced, and to reclaim my self-respect as disen-
gaged ordinary citizen. 

In fact, in my outraged funk, it struck me that dis-
engagement from political life is the only sensible 
option even for an ordinary citizen in a country 
where morally horrifying and intellectually fraudu-
lent judicial fiat reigns supreme. 
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Here came the surprise.  A profoundly wise friend 
pointed out that such withdrawal is neither neces-
sary nor tenable for particularly Christian reasons.  
First, she pointed out, we are called to engage in 
the political life of our country not to win but to 
witness.  We are called as witnesses of Christ in 
whatever worldly glory or madness plays itself out 
before us.   

More, she said, the primacy of witness over win-
ning is not defeatism, but a declaration of the re-
ality that we already have victory through Christ.  
Nothing the world does can take that away.  In-
deed, any “wins” the world manages are a sad, 
diminished substitute for the real thing. 

I spent the rest of the weekend reflecting on her 
words, and even looking at it from the opposite 
end of the telescope.  If we as Christians do not 
have victory through Christ, if we are foolish to be 
fools for Christ, then we have a much more seri-
ous matter to contend with than anything the 
world can throw at us. 

Winning won’t matter anyway. 

The entire article is available at http://www.cardus.ca/

blog/2012/06/salvation-from-medical-suicide/ 

Michael 

������ 
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Ordinariate in Australia! 

Melbourne, Australia, Jun 15, 2012 / 04:22 pm (CNA/
EWTN News).- On June 15 Pope Benedict officially 

erected the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern 

Cross for Anglican groups and individuals who want 

to enter full communion with the Catholic Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F a -

ther Harry Entwistle and Pope Benedict XVI. 

Archbishop Dennis J. Hart of Melbourne, the president 

of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference, as-
sured former Anglicans of “a warm welcome in the 

Catholic Church throughout Australia,” and offered his 

“respect and admiration” for the “gifts” that Anglicans 

bring. 

“For them and for us, this is a very special moment on 

which we pray the blessings of the Holy Spirit and the 

prayers of Our Lady of the Southern Cross,” he said. 

In an interesting twist, Pope Benedict named former 

Anglican bishop Harry Entwistle as the first ordinary 
of the group, making his appointment effective as soon 

as he was ordained a Catholic priest, which happened 

on June 15. 

Archbishop Hart welcomed Fr. Entwistle, saying he 

and his people have “made a long journey.” 

The ordinariate is a special church jurisdiction similar 
to a diocese. Pope Benedict XVI announced the ordi-

nariates for former Anglicans in his November 2009 

apostolic constitution “Anglicanorum Coetibus.” 

They allow Anglicans to join the Catholic Church 

while retaining aspects of their liturgy and customs. 

The decree establishing the new ordinariate came from 
the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith. 

“The supreme law of the Church is the salvation of 
souls,” the decree said. “As such, throughout history, 

the Church has always found the pastoral and juridical 

means to care for the good of the faithful.” 

Fr. Entwistle said that membership is open to former 
Anglicans who accept what the Catholic Church be-

lieves and teachers, as well as to former Anglicans 

who have previously joined the Catholic Church. 

Those who have close family members in the ordinari-

ate may also join. 

The Pope has also created ordinariates in England and 
Wales and the U.S. Their leaders welcomed the Aus-

tralian ordinariate. 

Msgr. Keith Newton, the ordinary of the England and 
Wales Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, said 

he is “very pleased” to hear of Fr. Entwistle’s 

“encouraging” appointment. 

“Fr. Entwistle has a wealth of experience from his An-

glican ministry in England and in Australia, and I look 

forward to working with him closely as we seek to 
articulate the vision of ‘Anglicanorum Coetibus,’” he 

said June 15. 

Msgr. Jeffrey Steenson, the head of the U.S. Ordinari-

ate of the Chair of St. Peter, also welcomed the news. 

He offered support for Fr. Entwistle’s “important 

work” in making a home for Anglicans in Australia 
who have been “called by God to full communion with 

the Catholic Church and the rock from which we were 

hewn.” 

“May God bless Fr. Entwistle as he launches this new 

endeavor in the vast lands of ‘down under,’” Fr. Steen-

son said. 

Fr. Entwistle was born in Lancashire in England on 

May 31, 1940. 

He studied at the University of Durham and was or-

dained for the Anglican Diocese of Blackburn in 1964. 

He emigrated to Australia in 1988. He has served as a 

parish priest and a prison chaplain. 

In 2006 he joined the Anglican Catholic Church in 

Australia, which is part of the Traditional Anglican 

Communion. He was ordained a bishop for that church 

body in November 2006. 

He married Jean Barrett Bolts in 1967 and has a mar-

ried son and a single daughter. 

Fr. Entwistle said Pope Benedict has made it “very 

clear” that Christian unity is not  achieved by agreeing 
on “the lowest common denominator.” Those who join 

an ordinariate “accept the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church as the authoritative expression of the Catholic 

faith,” he said. 
 

Our prayers also for Fr Entwistle and the founders of 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross. 
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Calendar of Services for July 2012 
 

Sun., July 1, Trinity 4 (13th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 12:30 PM 

 Sung Mass 

 

Wed., July 4, In the Octave of 5:30 PM — Evensong &  

 St Peter & St Paul Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sat., July 7, St Thomas More & 8:30 AM — Mattins &  

 St John Fisher Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sun., July 8, Trinity 5 (14th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 12:30 PM 

 Sung Mass 

 

Wed., July 11, St Benedict 5:30 PM — Evensong & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sat., July 14, St Bonaventure 8:30 AM — Mattins & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sun., July 15, Trinity 6 (15th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 12:30 PM 

 Sung Mass 

 

Wed., July 18, Feria 5:30 PM — Evensong & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sat., July 21, St Mary on Saturday 8:30 AM — Mattins &  

  Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sun. July 22, St Mary Magdalene (Trinity 7 / 16th Sunday) 12:30 PM 

 Sung Mass 

 

Wed., July 25, St James 5:30 PM — Evensong & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Thur., July 26, St Anne 8:00 AM — Mattins & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sat., July 28, Feria 8:30 AM — Mattins & Dist’n of Communion 

 

Sun., July 29, Trinity 8 (17th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 12:30 PM 

 Sung Mass 


