
  

The Annunciator 
Newsletter of the Anglican Use Sodality 

 of the Annunciation of  

The Blessed Virgin Mary 
In the Archdiocese of Ottawa 

  

Catholic Church — Anglican Use 
  

289 Spencer Street  

Ottawa ON  K1Y 2R1  
613-722-9139 

  

Vol. 15 No. 3 January 2013 

www.annunciationofthebvm.org  

        
 

Please pray for me, a sinner.  My ordination dates are now firmly set: Saturday, January 12, Saint Patrick’s 
Basilica at 10 AM, ordination to the diaconate; and, Saturday, January 26, Notre Dame Cathedral at 10 
AM, ordination to the priesthood.  Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, SJ will preside at both services, and 
also preach the homily at Saint Patrick’s, while our Ordinary, Msgr Jeffrey Steenson will preach at Notre 
Dame. 

It seems that a number of local Catholics intend to be present for my first Mass, which will be Sunday, 
January 27 (Septuagesima, being the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time).  As our little church on the edge of 
Westboro has such limited seating capacity, Fr Francis Donnelly has suggested and graciously offered, 
through Fr. Galen Bank, that we use Blessed Sacrament at 194 Fourth Avenue in the Glebe.  To avoid con-
flict with their usual Sunday morning Mass schedule, we shall, for that one last Sunday, keep the 12:30 PM 
time that we have become accustomed to since last April. 

Please note from the calendar on the last page that, once I am ordained, we shall begin to offer Mass every 
day of the week.  As you will see, the times vary through the week, as we attempt to accommodate differing 
schedules for as wide a variety of people as is possible.  The apparently peculiar time of 12:15 PM on Mon-
days and Thursdays looks toward the hope that perhaps people from Tunney’s Pasture may find our prox-
imity agreeable.  Attendance at noon–hour Masses at other Catholic parishes, especially Saint Patrick’s in 
downtown Ottawa, is quite healthy.  If you know people who work at Tunney’s, please let them know. 

My ordination will also mark the “winding down” of at least part of our relationship with the various 
Catholic priests who have so generously  devoted their time in ensuring that we have had Mass every Sun-
day since our reception into the Catholic Church.  I say “winding down part of our relationship” as we are 
looking forward to future opportunities where we might do things jointly, or, if I am required to be away on a 
given Sunday, one of them might be able to fill in. 

In terms of doing things jointly, an obvious one, about which several people in our parish have been asking, 
going back even to before our reception into the Catholic Church, is perhaps a once-per-month Sunday 
Evensong and Benediction.  Pursuant to that, Fr Scott McCaig donated to us, on November 16 an osten-
sorium (monstrance) for Benediction.  We shall work towards beginning this wonderful devotional service 
hopefully in February, inviting as many of the Companions, or any other Catholic friends as may be able to 
attend, to join us. 

January also marks the beginning of formation studies for Doug Hayman and Kipling Cooper, along with 
several other Canadians, and a goodly number of Americans, pursuant to their ordinations, DV, in Easter-
tide.  Let us pray for them, as they “dive in” to the joys of Canon Law... 

Carl 
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PRAYERS FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Life in Restricted Nations 

(From the Voice of the Martyrs web site) 

Threatening Mob Violently Storms Church in Sri 

Lanka 

Source: NCEASL, Release International 

A large mob, which included Buddhist monks, 

stormed into a church in southern Sri Lanka on Sun-

day, December 10th, causing serious damage to prop-

erty and injuring the pastor.  According to a prelimi-
nary report from the National Christian Evangelical 

Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL), the raid took place 

during the Sunday morning meeting in Weeraketiya, 
Hambanthota, a district of Southern Province.  Chil-

dren were in the congregation during what is being 

described as a "distressing attack." 

The pastor of the church was reportedly hit with a rock 

and, as a result, has been suffering with "severe pain in 

his lower abdomen."  Others in the congregation were 
injured in the attack as well.  The mob destroyed furni-

ture and equipment inside the church, as well as vehi-

cles that were parked outside belonging to church 

members. 

NCEASL reports that a group of Buddhist monks and 

lay people visited the pastor on Saturday, declaring 

that he needed permission from Buddhist clergy to 
conduct Christian services in Weeraketiya.  The pastor 

insisted that freedom of worship was his constitutional 

right but the visitors threatened to destroy the church if 

he did not stop conducting worship services. 

It appears that the mob started demonstrating outside 

the church before entering the building.  Policemen 
posted outside to monitor the demonstration were 

overpowered and two of the officers were reportedly 

harmed in the attack.  Additional police reinforce-

ments and soldiers were drafted in to contain the mob. 

Pray that the pastor, the members of his congregation,  
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NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 

• Additional weekday services this month: Tuesday, 

January 1 is the feast of Mary, The Most Holy 

Mother of God (a day of obligation); and Friday, 

January 25 is the feast of The Conversion of S. 

Paul.  Please also note that this year the Feast of 

the Epiphany of our Lord falls on a Sunday, as 

does the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord.  See 

the back of this issue for service times. 

• In addition to the dates mentioned above, there are 

two more that you may wish to add to your calen-

dar: Saturday, January 12, on the Feast of St Mar-

garet Bourgeoys, at 10am at Saint Patrick’s Basil-
ica, Carl Reid is to be ordained deacon; and, Satur-

day, January 26, on the Feast of St Timothy & St 

Titus, at 10am at Notre Dame Cathedral he is to be 

ordained priest. 
 

• January 3, 2013 — 60th Wedding Anniversary for 

David and Beth Walsh!  Well done, you two. 

• We had mentioned that those of us who partici-
pated in the first “run through” of Fr Robert Bar-

ron’s excellent DVD series “Catholicism” are keen 

on seeing it again, 

along with many 
others in the parish; 

and, that we hoped 

to time it so that it 
would be completed 

before Holy Week.  

With Easter being 
March 31 this year, that means that we must begin 

the 10 week series on Wednesday, January 16.  

Again, for those who may not have attended our 

study groups before, we begin with evening ser-

vices at 5:30pm, followed by a “bring your own” 
light dinner, and then the study or, in this case, 

film, begins, followed by discussion. 

• BUT, before that, we look forward to our annual 

Epiphany dinner.  The Epiphany falls on a Sunday 

this year, so prepara-
tions will be fully in 

swing by the time 

this issue “hits the 

stands”.  Please let 
Barb Reid know if 

you are planning to 

attend. 
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A Few Important Reminders 

We have been reminded recently in the Sunday an-
nouncements of the importance of availing ourselves 

of the Healing Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession).  Yes, it was pointed out to us as we 
were preparing for our reception into the Catholic 

Church that we should receive said Sacrament no less 

than once per year, ideally before Easter. 

Do we also recall that is was emphasized that once 
per year is a minimum, and that, whenever we are 

aware that we have committed any sin(s), we should 

avail ourselves of the Sacrament.  It is not spiritually 
healthy to “just forget about it” until it has faded out 

of our minds.  We may have forgotten about it; how-

ever, God has not.  Happily, He, in His infinite pa-
tience, is waiting for us, in genuine contrition, to turn 

to Him, and receive the healing forgiveness that He 

so freely offers.   

Even when we were still Anglicans, we might all re-
call the two great exhortations that were read at regu-

lar times during the Church year, encouraging us to 

engage in self-examination, an essential part of a 
spiritually healthy life, and also of preparation to re-

ceive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  After said 

exhortations were read, we would announce set times 

for Confession prior to certain important times of the 

Church year.  And those have not changed. 

Important times during the Church year are at the be-

ginning of Advent and Lent, prior to Christmas, Easter 
and Pentecost, and, any other time when our con-

science tells us we should.   

Now, perhaps some of us are holy enough to be admit-
ted directly into the Nearer Presence when we die; 

however, for the rest of us, if our consciences are  
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properly formed, and have not become desensitized 
through the frightfully crumbled morals of current 

Western society, we should be seeking out the Sacra-

ment on a regular basis. 

The other item that was mentioned in the Sunday an-
nouncements is that of days of obligation.  In our An-

glican tradition, we would often hear of four: Christ-

mas (which falls either on a weekday, or on a Sunday), 
Easter & Pentecost (which both always fall on Sun-

days), and Ascension (which always falls on a Thurs-

day).   

Of course, all faithful Christians should look upon 

every Sunday as a day of obligation; and that is clearly 

articulated for Catholics.  However, in addition to Sun-

days, there is another day of obligation for us now that 
we are Catholics: January 1, The Feast of Mary, The 

Most Holy Mother of God (and Our Lord’s Circumci-

sion). 

Once again, a challenge for us is to find a Catholic 

priest on that day; happily Fr Rick Jaworski is avail-

able —- early!  Mattins/Sung Mass at 8AM!   

Please do your best to be present for this important day 

in the Church year. 

�������������������������������� 

Michael’s Musings 

In last month’s Annunciator, I wrote about how we 

have been somewhat distracted from preparing for 
Christmas due to preparing for the birth of our own 

child.  Before I go any further, I need to express our 

profound thanks for the many gifts we’ve recently re-
ceived from members of the parish.  We want to thank 

you individually as well – we’re still working on some 

of our thank you cards, as well as 
Christmas cards - but I want to express 

in writing here what a truly generous 

and loving community we have at the 

Annunciation. 

I am also happy to report that, in spite 

of all the other things on our minds, we 

were finally able to put up a Christmas 
tree, send a couple of gifts, and so forth.  

Here I take great comfort that our cele-

bration of Christmas, unlike the secular 
world, does not end on New Year’s Day 

- or even Christmas Day itself!  For us, 

Christmas Day is just the beginning of 

the feast, and hopefully a new way of 
life.  It is not an end in itself - frantic 

preparation leading to a few days of 

excessive consumption of food and 
drink.  Rather, it speaks of something 

more sustainable - something that builds over time.  
As we enter the New Year, we are still celebrating 

Christmas, and then we move into Epiphany - with 

Christmastide really not ending entirely until Candle-

mas. 

Thus, given that Christmas is just beginning, you may 

find it perfectly appropriate to the season to rush out 

and purchase the book to which I will devote the rest 
of this space - Pope Benedict’s final installment in his 

“Jesus of Nazareth” series, The Infancy Narratives.  

This little book concludes what the Pope began in two 
previous volumes, the first beginning at the start of 

Jesus’ public ministry, and the second focusing on his 

death and resurrection.  Originally, the Holy Father 

had wanted to include a section on Jesus’ childhood 
and Nativity in the second volume, but later deter-

mined that it would best be left for a third volume.  I 

had been waiting somewhat impatiently for it during 
the past two years, and was very pleased to see it pub-

lished recently.  I finished reading it a few days before 

Christmas. 

Just like the other two books, The Infancy Narratives 

is a well-balanced blend of scholarly research and 

spiritual meditation.  He quotes the Church Fathers, 

other classical sources, modern exegetes, and - above 
all - the Bible itself.  He has a way of writing that is at 

once down to earth, but still carries with it something 

of the authority of the papacy.  It is not an “ex cathe-
dra” sort of book, making doctrinal pronouncements or 

laying out one particular way of interpreting specific 

verses - he speaks of his personal beliefs, not only of 

matters of faith, but of less crucial exegetical ques-
tions, where there is no dogmatic answer.  The Pope 

does so with a tremendous amount of grace and wis-

dom, offering a voice that the reader 
will want to listen to attentively.  The 

writing is, to put it simply, beautiful.  

It is also written in such a way to ap-
peal to readers of various spiritual 

backgrounds, Catholics, other Chris-

tians, and seekers from non-Christian 

and non-religious backgrounds. 

In the section where he wrote about 

the visit of the Magi, Benedict takes 

the opportunity to reflect deeply on 
what the manifestation of Christ to the 

Gentiles in this manner means for 

world religions.  He speaks of how 
the oracle of the pagan prophet Ba-

laam (in Numbers 24), which speaks 

of a “star” rising from Jacob, might 

have been used to spur the Magi on 
their search.  He also offers evidence 
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of widespread expectation of a new age of peace, al-
most as if the Gentiles also expected a Messiah.  But 

any scientific, philosophical, or religious impulse 

must, to realize its true potential and calling, find itself 

prostrate in worship at the Crib of the Christ Child.  
He puts forward an invitation, both scholarly and per-

sonal, to see in Christ the culmination of the hopes and 

dreams of every person, and the opportunity for a new 
beginning.  He also points to the difference between 

these Gentiles, who travel a great distance for the op-

portunity to see Jesus, and the Jewish teachers in Jeru-
salem who point them on their way, but would not 

travel the short distance to Bethlehem to see for them-

selves.  He reflects on the dangers of academic theol-

ogy that is not expressed in personal commitment. 

Benedict is quick to admit when there is something he 

does not understand.  He does not attempt to offer con-

crete solutions to every mystery about the birth narra-
tives in the Gospels; however, he makes no apologies 

when it comes to their historical character.  He speaks 

of the “family tradition” found in the Gospels as a 
source for theological reflection that nonetheless re-

tained its historical character.  He dismisses attempts 

to demythologise the text on the grounds that if God is 

actually God, then he is God of the physical, not only 
the intellectual world.  The idea of spirituality - or 

even a God - divorced from the miraculous, is a ludi-

crous idea for the Pope. 

This short book is a wonderful place to start for those 

new to the Jesus of Nazareth books – he describes it as 

a prequel, a sort of “antechamber” for the other vol-

umes.  The entire set, however, is a wonderful contri-
bution to the New Evangelization that we’ve heard so 

much about, in the way that they lay out the Gospel 

truth firmly, and clearly, yet with so much respect and 

dignity. 

I was reminded of the importance of this a few days 

ago, when Rebecca and I were at our final pre-natal 
class.  We were chatting before the class, and Rebecca 

mentioned that her family had moved a lot during her 

childhood because of her parents’ ministry.  One of the 

other fathers in the class mentioned that his parents are 
missionaries; however, he added that he and his broth-

ers are atheists.  He was quick to stress that he had a 

great respect for his parents’ faith.  He even went so 
far as to say that he “envied” it, that he wished he had 

it – he just simply does not believe that God exists.  

He then said that he wanted his children to grow up 
learning all about their grandparents’ faith (as well as 

other religions, he added); he sounded as if he would 

actually be quite pleased if his children came to a dif-

ferent conclusion than he had. 

This is a book for that type of honest non-believer, 
who may still want to read a book about Jesus, as well 

as the devout Christian, who wants to learn more about 

the Jesus he has already met personally. 

Michael 
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Annunciation — Incarnation — Nativity 

Christmas is a special time for all faithful Christians; 
however, perhaps for us in our parish, there might be an 

extra “bump” in our meditations on this great mystery 

of the Word made flesh, as the Birth of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ brings to fulfilment that which was 

promised to Mary nine months ago, at the Annuncia-

tion. 

In his last general audience of 2012, Pope Benedict 

XVI, in his short message on “Mary’s Faith in the Light 

of the Mystery of the Annunciation”, the Holy Father 
begins by reminding us of Gabriel’s salutation to Mary, 

“Greetings, favoured one!  The Lord is with you.” 

The Pope states, “This greeting is an invitation to re-
joice, and announces the end of the sadness of the world 

in relation to the limits of life, suffering ... the darkness 

of the evil that seems to obscure the light of divine 
goodness.  It is a greeting that marks the beginning of 

the Gospel, the Good News”. 

In inviting us to emulate the humility and obedience of 
Mary, the Pope observes, “There is a fundamental atti-

tude that Mary adopts in relation to the events of her 

life.  We see that she ‘treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart’.  We might say that she ... 

arranged every single element, every word, every event 

as part of a greater whole and, comparing and conserv-

ing them, recognised that everything originates from 
God's will.  Mary does not stop at an initial superficial 

comprehension of what is happening in her life, but 

rather knows how to observe in depth, allowing herself 
to be questioned by events, elaborating upon them, dis-

criminating among them, and thus acquiring the com-

prehension that only faith may guarantee.  It is the pro-

found humility of Mary’s obedient faith that welcomes 
also what she is not able to comprehend in the action of 

God, allowing God to open her mind and heart.” 

By God’s grace, may we do likewise. 
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Calendar of Services for January 2013 
 

Tue. Jan. 1 (Mary, The Holy  8:00 AM Mattins, Sung Mass 

 Mother of God) 
 

Wed. Jan. 3 (St Basil the Great & 5:30 PM  Evensong/Dist’n of Communion 

 St Gregory Nazianzen) 
 

Sat. Jan. 5 (Eve of the Epiphany) 8:30 AM Mattins/Dist’n of Communion  
 

Sun. Jan. 6 (The Epiphany) 12:30 PM Sung Mass 
 

Wed. Jan. 9 (In Epiphany Octave) 5:30 PM  Evensong/Dist’n of Communion 
 

Sat. Jan. 12 (St Margaret Bourgeoys) 10:00 AM Ordination as Deacon of Carl  

   Reid at Saint Patrick’s Basilica 
 

Sun. Jan. 13 (Baptism of Our Lord) 12:30 PM Sung Mass 
 

Wed. Jan. 16 (Feria) 5:30 PM  Evensong/Dist’n of Communion 

 Study Group at 7PM: Part 1 of “Catholicism” 
 

Sat. Jan. 19 (St Henry) 8:30 AM Mattins/Dist’n of Communion 
 

Sun. Jan. 20 (Epiphany 2) 12:30 PM Sung Mass 
 

Wed. Jan. 23 (St Vincent) 5:30 PM  Evensong/Dist’n of Communion 

 Study Group at 7PM: Part 2 of “Catholicism” 
 

Sat. Jan. 26 (St Timothy & St Titus) 10:00 AM Ordination as Priest of Carl Reid 

   At Notre Dame Cathedral 
 

Sun. Jan. 27 (Septuagesima) 12:30 PM Sung Mass at Blessed Sacrament 

 Parish at 194 Fourth Avenue in the Glebe; Fr.  

 Carl’s First Mass as a Catholic Priest 
 

Mon. Jan. 28 (St Thomas Aquinas) 12:15 PM Low Mass at Annuciation 
 

Tue. Jan. 29 (Feria) 8:00 AM Mattins, Low Mass 
 

Wed. Jan. 30 (Feria) 5:30 PM Evensong, Low Mass 

 Study Group at 7:30PM: Part 3 of “Catholicism” 
 

Thur. Jan. 31 (St John Bosco) 12:15 PM Low Mass 
  


